Marin schools shine in state
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PASSING GRADE: Chelsea Weighall teaches California history to fourth grade students at Coleman School in San Rafael on Tuesday afternoon. Culeman
is among Marin’s public schools that continue to perform far above the state average on the Academic Performance Index.

Test scores in county exceed state averages

By Rob Rogers
IJ reporter

By any standard, San Rafael’s Cole-
man Elementary School is a success. The
school’s Academic Performance Index
score hasrisenby 50 pointsin the past year
andmore than 100 points in the past three
years, according to state Department of
Education figures released Tuesday.

In addition, scores for Hispanic or La-
tino students — 44 percent of Coleman’s
population — have risen by 117 points in
the past three years, and scores for the 52
percent of its students who are economi-
cally disadvantaged have climbed by 134
points in the same period.

School by school results/A11

Yet Principal Ruth Reynolds said the
school hadn’t boosted its academic stand-
ing by focusing its efforts on a particular
group of students, or b‘y concentrating on
testing at all.

“We can’t focus on any one particular
subgroup,” said Reynolds, whose school’s
overall score of 825 was well above the
state median score of 758 for elementary
schools. “We have to look at all of our
kids.

“We have a diverse school,” Reynolds
said. “We look like California.”

Coleman was one of many of Marin’s

public schools that continue to perform far
above the state average on the API tests.
Of the county’s 61 traditional schools, 69
percent — up from 67 percent last year
— received scores greater than 800, the
state’s standard for academic achieve-
ment.

The county’s schools exceeded state
averages at every level. Seventy-three
percent of Marin’s elementary schools
received API scores of 800 or higher, as
opposed to 34.6 percent of elementary
schools statewide. About 80 percent of the
county’s middle schools and 44 percent of
its high schools scored higher than 800,

See Scores, page A1l
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SCORES: Marin public schools’ test

Academic Performance Index and your school

Here's how ) ‘
Marin schools How to read this chart

fared in the API rating: Index of test scores from 200 to 1,000
California Statewide rank: Rankings are categorized into a 1 to10 scale that translates into percen-
tiles. For example, a statewide rank of “9” ranks the school in the 90th percentile.
De_partment Of  Similar schools rank: This ranking compares schools of the same socio-economic level.
Education's report.  Schools were split into groups of 100 based on a set of criteria including family income level,
A 10 ranking is the number of students receiving free lunches, student ethnicity and average class size. Schools
were then ranked within the group in the same 1 to 10 scale used for the statewide rank.

highest possible.
2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005
2006 state- state- similar similar 2006 state- state- similar similar
APl wide wide schoolsschools APl wide wide schools schools
rating rank rank rank rank rating rank rank rank rank
Bolinas-Stinson Reed Union
School District 818 School District 938
Bolinas Elementary* 818 8 8 NA NA  Bel Aire Elementary 953 10 10 8 7
Dixie Elementary @i 0. (8 p | eedCementay M Wee s S L
Mary E. Silveira Elementary 868 9 9 1 1 Ross School District 943
Vallecito Elementary 901 10 10 4 7  Ross Elementary 945 10 10 10 10
Miller Creek Middle School 886 10 10 5 4  Ross Valley
Kentfield School District 897
School District 925 Brookside Elementary 938 10 10 10 10
Bacich Elementary 947 10 10 9 10 Manor Elementary 865 9 9 4 10
Kent Middie School 914 10 10 8 10  Wade Thomas Elementary938 10 10 10 10
Lagunitas : . : White Hill Middle School 873 10 10 6 10
School District 762 San Rafael Elementary
Lagunitas Elementary 768 6 6 1 3 School District 774
San GeronimoValley* 704 3 NA NA NA  BahiaVista Elementary 705 3 3 9 10
Larkspur Coleman Elementary 826 8 7 10 6
School District a07  Gallinas Elementary 752 &5 6 6 5
Neil Cummins Elementary 10 10 8 5 Glenwood Elementary 919 10 10 5 7
Hall Middle School 896 10 10 7 g LaurelDellElementary* 720 4 4 NA NA
Ml Valley ' . _ San Pedro Elementary 696 3 2 9 8
School District 911 Sun Valley Elementary 908 10 10 9 9
Edna Maguire Elementary 45 10 10 - 9  1p DavidsonMiddieSchool 746 6 6 8 2
Old Mill Elementary 942 10 10 7 8 San Rafael High
Park Elementary 92 10 10 2 7 School District 733
‘Tamalpais Valley Elem. 928 10 10 6 10  San Rafeel High School 700 6 5 2
Strawberry PointElem. 915 10 10 7 10 Terralinda High School 779 9 9 4
Mill Valley Middie School 896 10 10 6 8 Sausalito Elementry
Movato Unified School District 734
School District 821 Bayside* 180 b 4 NA NA
Hamilton Meadow Park 820 8 6 5 3 MLKingJr.Academy* 640 2 2 NA NA
LomaVerde Elementary 817 8 8 9 o WilowCreskAcademy* 738 5 4 NA  NA
Lu Sutton Elementary 790 7 7 2 5 Shoreline Unified
Lynwood Elementary 804 7 8 5 4 School District 757
Novato Charter Elem. 861 9 9 1 4  Bodega Bay Elementary* 758 6 7 NA NA
Olive Elementary 830 8 7 8 5 Tomales Elementary me 6 7 8 10
Pleasant Valley Elem. 914 10 10 9 9  West Marin Elementary 810 7 7 7 6
Rancho Elementary 955 10 10 10 10  Inverness Elementary NA NA NA NA NA
San Ramon Elementary 834 8 9 3 4  Tomales High School 711 6 6 4 8
Hill Middle School #M2 g 9 % 10 Tamalpais Union
San Jose MiddleSchool 789 8 9 3 4 High School District 811
Sinaloa Middle School 880 10 10 7 8 Redwood HighSchool 842 10 10 6 9
Merin School of Aris &Tech.768 8 9 7 10 SirFrancisDrakeHigh 809 9 10 2 10
Novato HighScheol 778 8 8 7 8  Tamalpais High School 806 9 10 2 10
San Marin High School 803 9 9 5 9

*Because fewer than 99 students were tested, test scores are less reliable than scores for larger schools.
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compared with 23.9 percent of
California middle schools and
13.6 percent of the state’s high
schools.

“Our change has been slow
and gradual, with no real spikes
andno significant declines,” said
Mary Buttler, assistant superin-
tendent of the Marin County Of-
fice of Education.

API scores, which range from
200 to 1,000, measure student
performance on several state-
wide tests in grades two through
11, including the California
Standards Tests, California
Alternate Performance Assess-
ment and the California High
School Exit Examination.

The county’s scores have con-
tinued to increase, Buttler said,
in part because Marin’s educa-
tors have used previous results
to target those students most in
need of academic assistance.

“We’re able to identify English
language learners and special
education students, and that’s
helped to increase API scores,
in addition to a lot of hard work
maintaining a solid educational
program,” Buttler said.

At Coleman Elementary, situ-
ated in the Dominican neighbor-
hood at 140 Rafael Drive, teach-
ers and administrators have
worked to tailor the school’s edu-
cational program to the needs of
each of its 172 students.

“We assess the data we have,
and come up with a matrix for
every student in every class,”
Reynolds said. “If we have a child
who's struggling with reading
comprehension, we put together
a program that specializes in
reading. If she needs additional
instruction, or extra time, we
tailor the program to the needs of
the student. If there are children
who are working at above grade
level and need additional chal-
lenges, we work with the staff to
provide them with incentives.”

Buttler noted that the county
had 19 schools with API scores
of 900 or greater. Novato’s Ran-
cho Elementary School had the
county’s highest score at 955,
after tying for first place last
year.

Other top-scoring schools in-
cluded Brookside Elementary
and Ross Elementary, the only
Marin schools, other than Ran-

cho. to recaive the hichoet nasai
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results exceed statewide average

“We're able to identify
English language
learners and special
education students,
and that’s helped
toincrease API
scores, in addition
to alot of hard
work maintaining
a solid educational
program.”
— Mary Butiler, assistant

superintendent of the Marin
County Office of Education.

ble rankings both statewide and
among similar schools.

Sausalito’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Academy had Marin’s
lowest score, at 640, despite in-
creasing its score by 11 points
over the last year. About 96 per-
cent of the school’s test-takers in
2006 were listed as “economical-
ly disadvantaged,” as opposed to
2.7 percent of Rancho students.

Thatachievementgapbetween
students at different socioeco-
nomic levels persists across the
state, said Jack O’Connell, Cali-
fornia’s superintendent of public
instruction.

“While our schools are show-
ing steady overall progress, I am
deeply concerned that signifi-
cant gaps exist between the API
results for different subgroups
of students,” O’Connell said. “I
have begun an intensive effort to
find ways to close the gap that ex-
ists between successful students
who are often white or Asian and

financially well off, and strug--

gling students who are too often
poor, Hispanic, African Ameri-
can, English learners or with a
disability.

“As a state, we have a moral,
ethical and economic obligation
toaddresstheneedofeverygroup
of students,” O’Connell said.

While the county as a whole
reported modest growth, a few
districts reported significant
gains.

“We're particularly proud of
Hamilton Meadow Park Ele-

mantartr and Nlivrra T e aed -

said Novato Superintendent
Jan LaTorre-Derby, who noted
that Hamilton rose from an APT
score of 772 to 820, while Olive’s
climbed from 798 to 830. “Those -
two schools made gains in all
subjects.” <

The API ranks each of the”
state’s schools on a scale of 1 to”
10, with 10 representing the best.’
It also provides a comparison"
with 100 other schools that share
similar qualities, such as class::
size, ethnicity and socioeconom-
ic status.

State officials say that “similar
schools” rank is important, be- -
cause it allows individual schools
to determine how quickly their
school is improving in compari-
son with other schools. In Marin,
however, educators have ques-
tioned the state’s system for de- -
termining “similar” schools.

“We’ve looked at some of the
schools our schools are compared
to, and they’re not a match,”
LaTorre-Derby said. “Our San
Jose Middle School was com-
pared to Kent Middle School,
and there’s really no basis for
comparison.”

Officials say the API stan-«
dard, in effect since 1999, hasen--—
couraged steady improvement in
California’sschools, pointing out .
that a score of 665 — considered -
above-average in 1999 — would
now place a school in the lowest |
10 percent statewide.

“During the last seven years,
elementary schools have grown at
an average of 18 points per year,”
said Pat McCabe, director of pol-
icy and evaluation for the Califor- -
nia Department of Education. -

Yet the API has come under .
criticism by those who claim a
student’s education should be
measured by more than hisorher *
performance on a test.

“As soon as our student infor-
mation system gets going, we’ll
be able to include graduation
rates in the APL,” McCabe said.
“We’ve had recommendations
to include college-going rates,
workforce readiness, college pre-
paredness and other indicators.
But it’s harder to bring those
in because we’re not actually in
control of the data. However, we
expect there will be legislation
that will add other indicators |
over the next year.”

Contact Rob Rogers via e-mail at *
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